
Providing transformational tools, programming, and resources to empower those 
who have experienced incarceration, addiction, and other negative life-changing 
events to break the chains of their past and start down a positive new path.



"We have a whole new philosophy when it comes to corrections in 
Kane County: It's about investing in our detainees to make sure they 
never come back here again. Augie's program is essential to our 
purpose. When you actually see detainees sitting in his classroom who 
are misguided, repeatedly in and out of the criminal justice system, 
finally getting that life skills and job training and inspiration that they 
truly need when they get back out to be a productive member of 
society, it’s really gratifying.”


–Sheriff Ron Hain, Kane County, Illinois

T E S T I.M O N I A L S 



While Augie Ghilarducci was serving his nearly 13-
year prison term for white-collar crimes, he had a 
front-row seat to the revolving door of prison. He saw 
guy after guy leave the system woefully unprepared to 
re-enter society, only to return months—or even weeks
—later.


Frustrated, Augie started creating workbooks to teach 
financial literacy, employment readiness, and goal 
setting to his fellow inmates. The programming 
caught on, and prison officials eventually made it 
mandatory for those in the prison’s drug treatment 
program.


In July 2017, Augie was released and returned to his 
native Chicago. Less than six months later, he was 
invited to share his story and teach his programs in 
Chicago’s Cook County jail—one of the nation’s 
largest. In January 2018, 2nd Opportunity was born. 

B A C K S T O R Y 
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T e a m   2 n d   O p p :  
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Executive Director, 
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2nd Opportunity’s programming empowers anyone who has experienced a 
negative life-changing event to start down a positive new path, and helps 
family and friends understand the challenges their loved one faces.


In addition to individuals, we work with like-minded organizations to provide 
our programming to their participants and work with employers to raise 
awareness about hiring from traditionally neglected groups.


A. Ulises Valdez

Thought Leader and 
Program Presenter



Recidivism rates in Illinois reinforced 2ND OPP’s 
anecdotal evidence.

S t a t I s t I c s 



Keeping It Real: A Path to Re-Entry©

A Path Forward©

A Path to Financial Freedom©

Values-Aligned Goal Setting©

A series of life-skills and employment-
readiness courses that empower people to 
become self-sufficient, productive members of 
society—and stay that way. 

L I f e   s k i l l s   a n d 

 e m p l o y m e n t   r e a d i n e s s 

A  P A R A L E L L  P A T H : R O A D  T O  R E - E N T R Y 



D e l I v e r y  m e t h o d s

 I N   P E R S O N  L I V E   V I A   Z O O M  D O C  T A B L E T O N L I N E  V I A  W E B S I T E

With the multiple options of delivery, 2nd Opportunity can accommodate any systems needs from in-person 
courses, to zoom classes, prison issued tablets, and online with a desk top or laptop. These literacy courses all come 
with workbooks with coaching, quizzes, and final exams. There  are both admin login and student log in for progress 
reports, areas to order new workbooks and course licenses. Every outlet is developed to be a quick and easy 
process. 



P A C K A G I N G   m e t h o d s

1  Y E A R   P R O G R A M 

P E R  I N S T I T U T I O N 

UP TO 25 STUDENTS 
IN ONE CLASS

2 CLASSROOMS PER 10 
WEEK CURRICULUM

UP TO 250 GRADUATES PER 
YEAR PER INSTITUTION 

FLAT FEE PRICED ON 
YEAR PROGRAM

BASED UPON THE NEEDS OF EACH INDIVIDUAL INSTITUTION, 2ND OPP PROVIDES A TAILORED SOLUTION FOR EXECUTING THE HIGHEST RESULTS. 





3,000+ individuals given a 2nd opportunity

O u r  I m p a c t  

 jails & prisons treatment centers  halfway houses



P r o v I d I n g  h o p e -   w I t h   a   p l a n 


